To determine if pollen reports from 120 miles away correctly reflect local pollen activity, we compared differences in pollen species and pollen counts between Indianapolis and Dayton, from April through June, in 2013 and 2014. We chose the spring season because this timeframe is associated with peak public interest in pollen allergies (6) .
Pollen data for Indianapolis were collected from the semi-rural backyard of a pediatric allergist, via Rotorod sampler (Model 40, Rotorod, IMS, Plymouth Meeting, PA). The sampler was located on an unobstructed flat surface, one story above ground, as per the NAB-American Academy of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology (AAAAI) guidelines (7) . One allergist, who has studied pollen counting through the AAAAI, and is eligible for the AAAAI aerobiology Between the two years and the two cities, there were similarities and differences in the species identified. Maple was the most common tree pollen identified in both cities. In Indianapolis, weed pollens, English plantain and nettle, were detected in June 2014, but only the former was present in June 2013.
To determine if weather differences between the two cities contributed to the differences in pollen counts, we compared differences in mean rainfall; preceding winter temperatures and snowfall; and temperatures of the timeframes studied for both years. A significant difference did not exist between the two cities in 2013 or 2014 (9).
A few limitations to this study should be noted. Though weather and precipitation did not significantly vary between the two cities, these factors can contribute to differences noted in pollen counts. A prospective study comparing rain and weather patterns, day-by-day, and relating them to daily pollen counts, is in process. Next, though the pollen counters used differed between the two areas, daily pollen counts have been positively correlated between Burkard and Rotorod counters for the most abundant pollens. The Rotorod and Burkard are equal in collecting particles over ten microns, which were the particle sizes involved in this study. (10, 11) . Finally, nettle is a plant more commonly found in rural, marshy areas (12) . The semi-rural location of the Indianapolis pollen counter may have contributed to greater nettle identification, than the urban location of the counter in Dayton.
In summary, pollen variety and activity differed between two cities, 120 miles apart, in the same floristic zone. Weed and grass pollens were found at different times in the two areas, suggesting that pollen differences at other times of the year should also be studied. A clinician in central Indiana using NAB data from Dayton may miss critical timing of therapy for nasal allergy and may not be able to match exposure to sensitization.
